DIFFERENT VIEWS OF CONSCIOUSNESS

* Consciousness is irrelevant

"The time seems to have come
when psychology must discard
all reference to consciousness;
when it need no longer delude
itself into thinking that it i
making mental states the object
of observation.”

John Watson (1913)

"Consciousness appears to be the last bastion of
occult propes piphenomena and immeasurable “We're all zombies.

subje states - in short, the one area of mind best| Nobody is conscious:
left to philosophers, who are welcome to it. Let
them make fools of themselves P ~ Daniel Dennett
trying to corral the quicksilver ! ) e g
of phenomenology into a
respectable theory.” ‘
Daniel Dennett (1991)

DIFFERENT VIEWS OF CONSCIOUSNESS
* Consciousness is irrelevant

* Consciousness is just an excretum of brain

consciousness

“ ), - Conventional scie
[A] person’s mental activities

are entirely due to the behavior
of nerve cells, glial cells, and the
atoms, ions, and molecules that
make up and influence them.”

~ Sir Francis Crick H k

“The brain is just a computer made of meat.”

— Marvin Minsky

Artificial Intelligence Lab
mir

Conventional science:
“Thinking is just the meat Conventional science:
talking to itself. It's
generated by the brain and
when we die, unfortunately
that dies with us. We can
state that categorically.”

“When | die | shall
rot, and nothing
of my ego shall
remain.”

— Karen Stollznow, PhD

~ Lord Bertrand Russell

mathematician, philosopher

linguist

1872-1970

DIFFERENT VIEWS OF CONSCIOUSNESS

* Consciousness is irrelevant
* Consciousness is just an excretum of brain

* Consciousness cannot be explained by brain
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How could consciousness possibly “The scientific study of consciousness
arise from the physical brain? is in the embarrassing position of having
no scientific theory of consciousness.”
“Beats the heck out of me. | have some
prejudices, but no idea of how to begin ~ Donald Hoffman
to look for a defensible answer. And
neither does anyone else.”

~ Steven Pinker

“The origin of life is a total
mystery, and so is the existence

“Nobody has the faintest of human conscious

idea what consciousness is.... We have no clear idea

| don’t have any idea. Nor does 1 the electrical discharges

anybody else, including the s oceurring in nerve cell

hilosophers of d” our brains are connected
philosophers of minc. with our feelings and

desires and actions.”
~ Stuart Kauffman :

~ Freeman Dyson
t

DIFFERENT VIEWS OF CONSCIOUSNESS

* Consciousness is irrelevant

* Consciousness is just an excretum of brain

* Consciousness cannot be explained by brain

* Consciousness is fundamental

Consciousnes fundamental Consciousnes fundamental

“I propose that conscious experience be
considered a fundamental feature,
irreducible to anything

“I regard consciousness as fundamental. | re-
gard matter as derivative from consciousness.
We cannot get behind consciousness. N
Everything that we talk about, everything that more basic....

we regard as existing, postulates W

€ " - ~ David J. Chalmers
consciousness.

mathematician, philosopher

~ Max Planck
"

18581947

DIFFERENT VIEWS OF CONSCIOUSNESS

* Consciousness is irrelevant
* Consciousness is just an excretum of brain

* Consciousness cannot be explained by brain
* Consciousness is fundamental

* Consciousness is irrelevant to physics

Consciousness as fundamental

“Although | think that life may be the result
of an accident, | do not think that of
consciousness. Consciousness cannot

be accounted for in physical terms. For
consciousness is absolutely fundamental.

It cannot be accounted for m*

in terms of anything else....”

~ Erwin Schrédinger
Nobel 1933

| do not say consciousness is
not at this time understood

from the laws of physics —
| say it cannot be so understood.
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DIFFERENT VIEWS OF CONSCIOUSNESS

* Consciousness is irrelevant
* Consciousness is just an excretum of brain

* Consciousness cannot be explained by brain*
* Consciousness is fundamental

* Consciousness is irrelevant to physics

* Consciousness is part of physics

1/23/17

“It is not possible to formulate the laws
of physics in a fully consistent way
without reference to the consciousness
of the observer.”

Eugene Wigner (1957)

“The doctrine that the world is made up of
objects whose existence is independent of
human consciousness turns out to be in

conflict with quantum mechanics and with
facts established by experiments.”
Bernard d'Espagnat (1983) g’
A}
4

v

"Physics must expand to explain
mental experiences”
Noam Chomsky (1975)

"Mind and Universe
are complimentary”
John Wheeler (1977)

Physics cannot explain consciousness

“My position [on consciousness] demands

a major revolution in physics.... [T]here is
something very fundamental missing from
current science. Our understanding at

this time is not adequate and we’re going

to have to move to new regions of science....”

~ SIR ROGER PENROSE

Human consciousness is simply a state of
matter, like a solid or liquid — but quantum

Sebastian Anthony

DIFFERENT VIEWS OF CONSCIOUSNESS

* Consciousness is irrelevant

* Consciousness is just an excretum of brain
* Consciousness cannot be explained by brain
* Consciousness is fundamental

* Consciousness is irrelevant to physics

* Consciousness is part of physics

* Consciousness is unitary




Larry Dossey

NE

DUAL MIND IS
FATER CONSCIOUSNESS
IT MATTERS

DOSSEY MD
L e—

“There is one mind
common to all
individual men..

[a] universal mind...”

~ Ralph Waldo Emerson

essayist, philosopher

“There is obviously only one
alternative, namely the
unification of minds or
consciousness....

[1]n truth there is only

“To divide or multiply
consciousness is something
meaningless.”

Erwin Schrédinger
1

“Deep down the conscious-
ness of mankind is one.
This is a virtual certainty
and if we don’t see this it's
because we are blinding
ourselves to it.”

David Bohm

physic
19

Evidence for this from psi

Brain-to-Brain Connections

Using fMRI and EEG methodology, a dozen
experiments demonstrate that distant brains

of emotionally close individuals can simultaneously
register a stimulus, when only one is stimulated.

“[M]inds are entangled with the universe,

s0 in principle minds can nonlocally

influence anything, including a collection of
r minds or physical systems.”

~ Dean Radin, PhD
Chief Scientist, IONS

Is consciousne volved in nonlocality?

“The new physics presents prima facie
evidence that our human thoughts are
linked to nature by nonlocal connections:

hat a person chooses to do in one
region seems immediately to affect what
is true elsewhere in the universe....[O]ur
thoughts... do something.”

nry P. Stapp

“It may be that our deep interconnectedness
with each other and with all of Nature is the
major conclusion that

issues forth from the

many findings of

[consciousness

research].”

~ William G. Braud

lousness researcher

19422012

....and creativity

Creativity and discovery in science

"People say | have created
things. | have never created
anything. | get impressions
from the Universe at large
and work them out, but | am
only a plate on a record

or a receiving apparatus.
Thoughts are really
impressions that we get from

~Thomas Alva Edison

Some acts of creativity, particularly when
sudden and unexpected, “are not due to a
spontaneous and largely unexplained stroke
of genius, but to the elabora-

tion of an idea or a pattern

in two or more minds in

interaction.”

~ Ervin Laszlo

concert pianist, systems
theorist, author

“My symphony will be something that the
world has never heard before: tell you,
at certain places in
the score, a quite
uncanny feeling takes
possession of me, and
| feel as if I had not
created this myself.”
~ Gustav Mahler

composer

“[T]heir virtual unanimous emphasis on spontan-
eous intuitions, unconscious guidance, and sudden
leaps of imagination which they are at a loss to
explain, suggests that the role of

Xt
strictly rational thought processes it
in scientific discovery has been

vastly over-estimated.”

~ Arthur Koestler
The Act of Creation
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DIFFERENT VIEWS OF CONSCIOUSNESS

....and mystical experience
* Consciousness is irrelevant

* Consciousness is just an excretum of brain

“[T]he borders of our minds are ever shifting, and
... many minds can flow into one another... and
create or reveal a single mind,

a single energy.... [T]he borders of

* Consciousness cannot be explained by brain

* Consciousness is fundamental
our memories are ... shifting, and : * Consciousness is irrelevant to physics

... our memories are part of one A
great memory...” 4 * Consciousness is part of physics
~ William Butler Yeats * Consciousness is unitary

1865-1939

* Consciousness is filtered through the brain

Frederic Myers, William James, Henri Bergson

WE NEED A BRIDGE

“[E]ach one of us is potentially Mind at Large. “What comes out at the other end
But in so far as we are animals, our business is a measly trickle of the kind of
at all costs is to survive. To make biological consciousness which will help us to
survival possible, Mind at Large stay alive on the surface of this
has to be funneled through the ) particular planet.”
reducing valve of the brain and E;
nervous system.” v

Matter Mind

~ Aldous Huxley
The Doors of Perception

f f
~ Aldous Huxley ¥ Flaca . ; ‘
The Doors of Perception ‘ i Experiment : 7 — Eeperionce

“There are good reasons to assume that 3rd person
our consciousness does not always coincide
with the functioning of our brain: enhanced
or non-local consciousness can sometimes
be experienced separately from the body.”

% ~ Pim van Lommel, MD
s




The strain of the bridge!

Double-bridge!

Science Parapsychology Spirituality
Paraphysics Transpersonal

/

New Paradigm

rare

FREQUENCY

common

) mystical union
EXPERIENCES saint B
oceanic feeling
religious epiphany
genius
creative insight  SPIRITUAL

psychic  remonitions

distant healing/PK
healer
clairvoyance
PARANORMAL

everyone  telepathy

dreams

memories NORMAL
sensations
mundane IMPACT profound

EXPERIENCES -

rare Rare experiences
beyond the reach of
science, but well
accepted
>
o .
g Common experiences,
?,‘- amenable to scientific
& study, but highly
controversial
Universal experiences,
amenable to scientific study
and uncontroversial
common

mundane impact profound
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EXPERIENCES

rare These experiences
transform the
world
>
[6]
=]
[0]
=}
o'
[0]
o

These
experiences
transform us

common

mundane impact profound

Areas of common interest in transpersonal psychology and parapsychology

Linking psychic and religious experience

Auras and subtle energy systems
Channelling and mediumistic experiences
Experiences of Angels

Experiences of synchronicity

Lucid dreaming

Near death experiences (NDE)

Out of body experience (OOBE)

Past life memories

Possession

Prophecy and precognition

Reincarnation experiences

Sense of Presence

Shamanic experience

Spiritual healing

Stigmata, and other bodily transformations
Telepathy, clairvoyance and the “siddhis”
Trance

Experiences of UFOs, alien contact or abduction
Psychokinetic phenomena

Witchcraft and Magic

“As | was looking on, she (Saint Teresa of Avila) was raised
about half a yard from the ground without her feet touching i.
At this | was terrified, and she, for her part, was trembling all
over. So | moved over to where shewas and| put my hands
under her feet, over which | remained weeping for something
like half an hour while the ecstasy lasted. Then suddenly she
sank down and rested on her feet and tuming her head round
to me, she asked me who | was, and whether | had beentherg
all the while.”

Transpersonal psychology and parapsychology overlap but

use different methodologies and address different questions
Daniels, M. (1998).Transpersonal psychology and the paranormal. Trans Psych.Rev. 2, 17-31.




WHY THE ANTIPATHY FROM THE RELIGIOUS SIDE?

® Psychic powers are a distraction from spiritual path
® Mystical experiences are beyond science
® Psychic experiences are insufficiently spiritual
WHY THE ANTIPATHY FROM PARASYCHOLOGICAL SIDE?
® Discomfort with spirituality
® Experiment versus experience
® Lab versus life
SIGNS OF BRIDGE CONSTRUCTION
® Psi-conducive states and training subjects (meditation)
® Greater emphasis on experience (inside view of psi)

® Transpersonal Psychology recognized by British Psychol’ Assoc’

Tart (1997) “Body, Mind, Spirit: Exploring the Parapsychdogy of Spirituality”

WHAT IS PSI?

Telepathy  Clairvoyance

Psychokinesis Levitation

Precognition

Poltergeist

PSI AS LINK BETWEEN MATTER AND MIND

Clairvoyance

Telepathy

EXPERIMENT

telepathy

precognition

PHYSICAL

retrocognition

(past life recall

EXPERI ENCE

poltergeists
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SOCIETY FOR PSYCHICAL RESEARCH (SPR)

Edmund Gumey Frederic Myers Henry Sidgwick

Founded in 1882 “to examine without prejudice or prepossession
and in a scientific way those faculties of man, real or supposed,
which appear to be inexplicable on any generally recognized
hypothesis.”

Mesmerism, telepathy, hallucinations, apparitions, spiritualism...

MANY PROMINENT MEMBERS....

Nobel Laureate members

Lord Rayleigh Physics 1904 (SPR president 1919)
JJ Thomson Physics 1906
Marie Curie Physics 1903 & Chemistry 1911

Literature 1911
Medicine 1913  (SPR president 1905)

Maurice Maeterlinck
Charles Richet

W B Yeats Literature 1923

Henri Bergson Literature 1927 (SPR president 1913)
Nicholas Butler Peace 1931

Brian Josephson Physics 1973

Arthur Balfour, William James, Carl Jung, Sigmund Freud.....

Spiritualism

* The Fox sisters
Hydesville, NY

* “raps”responded to
questions, spelledmessages =

- Spirits seeking to ;
communicate withfriends
and family

* Fraud was later suggested,
butséance craze grew

Séance Phenomena

Table tipping

Automatic writing

Speakingwith ‘spirit’ voices

Clairvoyantdiagnoses

Phantom hands orfigures

‘Apports’ of objects

Wax hand moulds
produced by medium
Franek Kluski, Warsaw,
1920

Productionof‘ectoplasm’
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PARAPSYCHOLOGY

J B Rhine initiated experimental statistical studies of ESP and PK
at Duke University in 1930s,leading to greater academic
repectability but splitbetween “life” and “lab” studies of psi.

Helmut Schmidt

Bob Jahn

1/23/17
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Bob Morris

Proliferation parapsychology in UK began with his
appointment to Koestler Chair in Edinburgh in 1985.

Morris served as President of the Psychology Section
of the British Association for the Advancement of Science

2008

“Growth of UK academic
parapsychology”, The
Paranormal Review,
October 2008, 23-25.

research in parapsychology =

Dr Start Wilsen br Caroline Watt

Dr lan Baker

oestlor it
Department of Psychology
University ol Edinburgh
76serge Sq, Edinburgh, £NG 712

Edinburgh, EX21608

Schot ny
Liverpool John Moores University
Webster SL. Liverpoal, L3 2ET
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Prot.Christapher French
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Br Paul Stovens
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Br Paul Rogers.
School of Psychology
University ol Central Lancaster
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Dr Robin Wootti
Experiences

of Manchester
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School of Health aSocial Sciences

Goldsmiths College

School of Noalth & Soctal Care

Poole, Dorset, BN12 588 Mow Cress, Langen, SEI SAW

Etham, London, SE20 268

Generation One Generation Two Generation Three

Cheis French

Bob Morris <

E
(s

\
\

Caia Mumay {

Emesto Spinclli

Richard Broughton” . Cheryl Alexander
[Yang Ch

£

Deborah Delanoy’ ——p  David Luke (55)
Julie Milton

Adoan Paker” i
Michacl Thalboume © —  Lance Storm
Kathy Wilson)

~ Ian Hume
_ Jose Navamo

—» Steve Parsons

burgh (DD)
1SS

[Jezz Fox]

Richard Wiseman " P ~ [Robert Child
Nancy Zingrone. Mathew Smita* . | [Pauline Dickinson
Ciaran O'Keeffe L

~ Fiona Campbell
David Wide

Havel Wright

sussn Blackmors* X
~{ &

K.

Julian lsases

Charles MeCroery
erena Roney-Dougal

Rabin Wooffits

Carl

UK SITUATION IN 2008

82 PhDs
22 permanent academics
16 departments
4 professors

Bob Morris effect!

SURVIVAL?

“We have to recognize that we are
spiritual beings with isting in a spiritual
world as well as m beings with

bodies and brains existing in a material
world.”

— Sir John Eccles

Nobel prize

“I don’t want to achieve
immortality through my
work; | want to achieve
immortality through not
dying. | don’t want to

live on in the hearts of my
countrymen; | want to live
on in my apartment.”

~ Woody Allen

“| regard the brain as a
computer which will stop
working when its compon-
ents fail. There is no
heaven or afterlife for
broken-down computers;
that s a fairy story for
people afraid of the dark.

~ Stephen Hawking

“Millions long for immortality
who don’t know what to do
on a rainy afternoon.”

~ Susan Ertz

British novelist

1894-1985
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SOME PERSONAL PRECOGNITIONS

Prime Minister dream (April 1976)

Two cases of morbid imagination and precogntion
Bernard Carmr and Kathy Korner
Psi Researcher No 10, July 1993 pp5-6

BC's experience

During his visit to Cambridge Raymond informed
me that he had received another psychic impression
about me while meditating. He was not very precise
over the details of his "vision" but he warned me
that—on my forthcoming visit to America—I should
not enter a pink building and that, if I did, I should on
no account take the lift, - : .

it was not until I visited Texas for a month in
April 1979 that 1 found myself working in a pink
building. This was the Physics Building at the
University of Austin. Since my office was on the 9th
floor, T was reluctant to avoid the lift altogether
However, being mindful of Raymond's warning,
decided to take the lift up but always walk down.
The upward journeys were therefore made with a
certain degree of trepidation—especially since
notices indicated that there was trouble with some of
the lifts! Nevertheless, nothing unpleasant
happened (I did not even get stuck in one) and I was
relieved 1o leave Austin unscathed

KK's experience

I mentioned to him in one of my letters that 1 was
spending Christmas in America with my family. 1
was due to leave at the end of November 1978 for five
weeks. About five days before I left I received a
letter from him. In the letter he said he dreamt that
a younger woman and her mother were in an
apartment in America and an outer door opened and a
psychopath wearing a dark blue coat appeared and
started to attack the older woman.

The night before 1 was due to return to
oriam 1 was with my mother and father in their
house (they live in a quiet suburban area) watching
television. About 11 pm the door bell rang. We do
have two doors at the front of our house, an outer door
and a heavier inner door which my mother went to
open. 1 remembered the dream then and started
towards the door. There was a man with a dark blue
coat with an axe—he was a neighbour, returning the
axe which he had borrowed from my father that

12 May 2005

I had a vivid dream in which a cat had a tennis ball in its mouth.
It then became a table tennis ball which it tried to swallow, after
which it rolled around in great discomfort. | was trying work out
the significance of this the next morning when | saw the above

story about a catfishin The Metro.

March 2012

Strange dream in which Mari is trying to put a little dog into a
letter box. The next morning I’'m trying to work out where this
dream came from when | noticed the story of a dog in The Metro.

1/23/17
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May 2013 Where world Sco“Ide
Strange dream after Esalen meeting o —
about physics and consciousness.
Ablue train is stationary at platform.
Ared train is approaching at high speed
on same line and railway worker in cap
in front of blue train is distraught because
the imminent collison is his fault.

The red train plows into the blue train.
Next morning | see New Scientist article about “collision” between
quantum theory and relativity theory, illustrated by blue blob
being splattered by red blob.

i Hebden

18 December 2015

In the early morning | dream of my former pet dog
(“Pup”, a white alsatian). He died 42 years ago and I'd
not dreamt of him for decades. On getting up, | read
emails and found an electronic Jacqui Lawson Xmas
card from Rosemarie Pilkington (a member of the
Survivalnet group) featuring a white dog. Briji
Waterfield has a dream the same morning in which her
black dog (“Jesse”) turns white and starts frothing at

the mouth.

27 December 2015

Another dog dream involving a blue boxer
puppy. The next morning | pick up the

Sunday Telegraph and the front page features
a boxer puppy which had been cloned from a
dead dog. When | cut out the relevant part of :
the page, the back contained the phrase “Dream
Bigger” on a blue background — an advert for
Virgin Holidays. The dead dog's owner was
Laura Jacques (cf. Jaqui Lawson).
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